Attorney Docket: 004528.P001 



CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 
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1 . \ A method, comprising: 

storing electronic legal documents in a database system, including storing 
and indexing electronic characteristics associated with a native format of the 
electronioJegal documents; 

providing access to the stored electronic legal documents to a user terminal 
via a server\pommunicatively coupled to the database system and to the user 
terminal; and 

if user-inpik information sent from the user terminal to the server is received, 
processing the indexed electronic legal documents according to the received user- 
input information in aVianner that allows the processing to use the stored electronic 
characteristics of the electronic legal documents. 



1 2. The method of claftp 1 wherein the electronic legal documents comprise 

2 email messages having m^adata including threading information and wherein 

3 storing electronic characteristics associated with the native format comprises 

4 storing the threading information.^ 
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3. The method of claim 1 wherein the user terminal/comprises a computer. 

4. -The. method of claim 1 wherein storing ele<fctrohteJe§€rTdocuments in the 
database system, including storing and indexing \the electronic characteristics 
associated with the native format of the electronic legal odcuments comprises: 
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4 repulsively extracting a plurality of electronic legal documents provided from 

5 a source;) 

6 ideritifkmg a plurality of objects having different data formats for each of the 

7 extracted el^tr^^iic legal documents, one of the identified objects corresponding to 

8 the electronicflcharacteristics; 

9 storing aata associated with the one of the identified objects in a first location 

10 in the database system; 

1 1 converting the other identified objects and storing data associated with the 

12 converted objects in a second location in the database system; and 

13 indexing the data stpred in the first and second locations. 

1 5. The method of clair\ 1 wherein storing the electronic legal documents 

2 comprises: 

3 storing data associated v^ith text content of the electronic legal documents in 

4 a first server unit; and 

5 storing data associated ^ith metadata content of the electronic legal 

6 documents in a second server unit Having a database. 

\ 

1 6. The method of claim 1, furthencomprising providing a user interface at the 

2 user terminal, the user interface comprising a field to enter search query information 

3 and a display to display processing summary information associated with the 

4 electronic legal documents stored in the database system. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 wherein processing the indexed electronic legal 

2 documents comprises: 
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3 selecting one of the stored electronic legal documents based on the user- 

4 input information 

5 transmitting a copy of the selected electronic legal document for display at 

6 the user terminal; 

7 receiving from the user terminal processing summary information associated 

8 with the displayed electronic legal document; and 

9 storing the processing summary information in the database system to allow 

10 the processing information and their corresponding electronic legal document to be 

1 1 subsequently retrieved. 



1 8. The method o^ claim 1 wherein the electronic documents comprise email 

2 messages having attachment files, the method further comprising: 

3 separating the attachment files from the email messages; 

4 converting the attachment files into a first format and storing the converted 

5 attachment files in the database system; and 

6 converting the emai\ messages into a second format and storing the 

7 converted email messages in )he database system. 



1 9. A method to display ^Jored electronic legal documents, the method 

2 comprising: 

3 providing a first field to allpw a user to enter search query information 

4 directed towards the stored electroni<\legal documents; 

5 providing a window to display a representation of an electronic legal 

6 document retrieved in response to t(\e entered search query information, the 

7 electronic legal document being retrifevable by matching the search query 
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8 information\with stored electronic characteristics associated with a native format of 

9 the electronic^ legal documents; and 

10 providing a plurality of second fields to allow the user to enter and save 

1 1 processing information associated with the displayed representation of the electronic 

12 legal document. \ 

1 10. The method of claim 9 wherein the electronic legal documents comprise 

2 email messages having threading information and wherein matching the search 

3 query information with the stored electronic characteristics comprises providing 

4 search results including threading information of email messages. 

1 11. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

2 providing summary fieldsy having summary information associated with the 

3 stored electronic legal documents\ and 

4 providing the summary fields with links that, if activated, trigger a display of 

5 representations of electronic legal documents corresponding to the activated links. 

1 12. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

2 providing search result fields having search result information associated with 

3 the search query information; and \ 

4 providing the search result fields withMinks that, if activated, trigger a display 

5 of representations of electronic legal documents corresponding to the activated 

6 links. \ 

1 13. A method, comprising: \ 
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2 Recursively extracting a plurality of electronic documents provided from a 

3 source, each of the electronic documents having electronic characteristics that are 

4 associated with a native format of the electronic document and that uniquely identify 

5 the electronic documents from each other; 

6 for eacti of the extracted electronic documents, identifying a plurality of 

7 objects having (different data formats, one of the identified objects corresponding to 

8 the electronic characteristics; 

9 storing data\associated with the one of the identified objects in a first location 

10 in a database system; 

1 1 converting the\other identified objects and storing data associated with the 

12 converted objects in a second location in the database system; and 

13 indexing the data stored in the first and second locations. 

1 14. The method of claim 13 wherein recursively extracting the plurality of 

2 electronic documents comprises extracting electronic documents located in a 

3 plurality of paths in a directory Structure. 

1 15. The method of claim 13 wherein the electronic documents comprise email 

2 messages and the electronic characteristics comprise metadata, the metadata 

3 including threading information. \ 

1 16. The method of claim 13 wherein the electronic documents comprise email 

2 messages having attachment files, the method further comprising: 

3 separating the attachment files from theyemail messages; 

4 converting the attachment files into a firct format and storing the converted 

5 attachment files in the database system; and \ 
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6 Converting the email messages into a second format and storing the 

7 converted email messages in the database system. 

1 17. A network node, comprising: 

2 a serv^( communicatively coupled to a database system, the database 

3 system having ^tored and indexed therein electronic documents and electronic 

4 characteristics associated with a native format of the electronic documents, the 

5 server responsive a search query transmitted from a user node to search the 

6 database system for^lectronic documents matching the search query, the server 

7 being capable of using \ndexing information and the stored electronic characteristics 

8 to provide search results\o the user node that are responsive to the search query. 

1 18. The network node \pf claim 17 wherein the server stores user-input 

2 information associated with representations of electronic documents provided to the 

3 user node, the user-input information being stored by the server in the database 

4 system and being retrievable b^the server in response to subsequent search 

5 queries transmitted from the user ndde. 
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19. The network node of claim 17 wherein the electronic documents comprise 
email messages having threading inforrnation, the electronic characteristics of the 
electronic documents including the threading information, the search results capable 
of being provided to the user node abfig with email messages and their 
corresponding threading information. 



1 20. A systeiA cbmprising: 




36 



Attorney Docked 004528.P001 



2 a conversion engine to convert electronic legal documents into a database 

3 format, the Conversion engine configured to identify electronic characteristics 

4 associated witl\a native format of the electronic legal documents; 

5 a server ^oupleable to the conversion engine and communicatively coupled 

6 to a database system, the database system having stored and indexed therein the 

7 electronic legal documents converted by the conversion engine and the electronic 

8 characteristics identified by the conversion engine, the server capable of being 

9 responsive to a searcl\ query transmitted from a user node to search the database 

10 system for electronic l^gal documents matching the search query, the server 

11 capable of using the indexing information and the electronic characteristics to 

12 provide search results to th\^ user node that are responsive to the search query. 

1 21. The system of claim 2§ wherein the conversion engine is capable of loading 

2 the electronic legal documents \nto the database system by: 

3 recursively extracting a plurality of electronic legal documents provided from 

4 a source; 

5 identifying a plurality of objects having different data formats for each of the 

6 extracted electronic legal document^, one of the identified objects corresponding to 

7 the electronic characteristics; 

8 storing data associated with throne of the identified objects in a first location 

9 in the database system; 

10 converting the other identified ob\ects and storing data associated with the 

1 1 converted objects in a second location in t\ie database system; and 

12 indexing the data stored in the first ahd second locations. 



1 22. The system of claim 20 wherein the servter comprises: 
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2 a first server unit to store indexing information associated with text content of 

3 the electronic legal documents; and 

4 a second server unit to store indexing information associated with metadata 

5 content of the ^electronic legal documents. 

1 23. A machineVeadable medium containing a data structure of electronic legal 

2 document information comprising a plurality of first tables having indexing 

3 information associated with a text content of electronic legal documents, a second 

4 plurality of tables having indexing information associated with metadata content of 

5 the electronic legal documents, the indexing information in the second tables 

6 corresponding to electronic characteristics associated with a native format of the 

7 electronic legal documents. 

1 24. The machine-readable medium of claim 23, further comprising a third plurality 

2 of tables having a substantially native display format of the electronic legal 

3 documents. \ 

1 25. The machine-readable medium of claim 23 wherein the second plurality of 

2 tables includes fields to store userViput information associated with representations 

3 of electronic legal documents processed by a user. 

1 26. The machine-readable medium W claim 23 wherein the second plurality of 

2 tables further have indexing informationVassociated with attachment files of the 

3 electronic legal documents. \ 
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1 27. The machine-readable medium of claim 23 wherein the electronic legal 

2 documents comprise email messages having metadata information, the second 

3 plurality of tables having indexing information corresponding to the metadata 

4 information, theVnetadata information useable to relate threading information of the 

5 electronic legal documents. 

1 28. A machine-readable medium having stored therein instructions, which when 

2 executed by a processo^, cause the processor to perform the following: 

3 provide access to indexed electronic legal documents stored in a database 

4 system, the stored electronic legal documents being stored and indexed in the 

5 database system along with electronic characteristics associated with the native 

6 . format of the electronic legalVlocuments; and 

7 if user-input information is received, process the indexed electronic legal 

8 documents according to the received user-input information and by using the stored 

9 electronic characteristics. \ 

1 29. The machine-readable medium of claim 28 wherein the processor further 

2 performs the following: \ 

3 if user-input information including a text content search query is received, 

4 search the stored electronic legal documents using indexing information associated 

5 with textual content of the stored electroni^legal documents; and 

6 if user-input information including ^ metadata search query is received, 

7 search the stored electronic legal documentsVising indexing information associated 

8 with metadata content of the stored electronic legal documents. 
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1 30. The\machine-readable medium of claim 28 wherein the stored electronic 

2 legal documents comprise email messages and wherein the processor searches for 

3 individual em^jl messages based on user-input information including a search query 

4 of metadata content or text content of the email messages. 



1 31 . \he metho^f^ct^m 8 wherein the first and second formats comprise a same 

2 format. 




1 32. TheXmethfyd of claim 16 v^Kerein the first and second formats comprise a 

2 same formal 



<jj^4i 33. Tf\e network node of claim 17 wherein the electronic documents comprise 
electronic\egal documents. 



1 34. The method of claim 13 wherein the electronic documents comprise 

2 electronic legal clocuments. 
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